that there should be an 18-month delay between the date of the conference and the publication of the proceedings, as this means that some of the results are out of date, and those which are not will be established material, already incorporated in the text books.
There is little that is really new in this book, and the ideas for the future are not uncomfortably stimulating, but with such excellent results now being achieved in the majority of patients this is only to be expected. Whilst not exhaustive, the subject is covered in considerable detail and will appeal to the postgraduate clinician studying for his MRCOG or FRCR. This book, which is based on a series of lectures and laboratory workshops, is appropriately in honour of Dr. Theodore Puck. Appropriately, since it w%vas Puck who first developed techniques for in vitro cloning of mammalian cells, which in turn allowed quantitative approaches to mammalian cell biology, the fruits of which are still being harvested. Taking up the book when confined to bed wvith 'flu, I was pleased to find how readable it was. The lectures are of a general nature, concepts are introduced readily, and the topics are sufficiently diverse to appeal to specialists and students alike. Subjects covered range from somatic cell genetics (Puck) to sex-chromosome abnormalities in children (Robinson). Edelman discusses transmembrane control of cell receptors as well as by cell-surface receptors in his article on cell surface modulation, and suggests an evolutionary role of the cell surface in the development of co-ordinating mechanisms to control cell functions. Moscona's article suggests the importance of tissue-specific proteins in determining embryonic cell recognition, and discusses mechanisms whereby different types of cells within a tissue become organized. Molecular pharmacology is well represented by O'Malley (who suggests that steroid hormones exert a direct, positive regulation of gene transcription); biophysics by Cann (discussing ligand binding) and Goad (allosteric mechanisms). I particularly liked the articles by Pierce (whose opinion I share that tumours are a caricature of normal tissue renewal) and Mintz, who has used allophenic mice to study normal and malignant cell differentiation. A substantial part of the book is given over to technique workshops wNhere methodology is described in detail. I found this invaluable. A recommended book. 
